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The Driftless Area is an unique 
region in the Upper Mississippi 
River Basin encompassing 
southeast Minnesota, southwest 
and westcentral  Wisconsin, north-
east Iowa, and northwest Illinois. 
The glaciers that covered much of 
the Midwest bypassed the Driftless 
Area, giving rivers time to cut 
down into ancient bedrock and 
create distinctive landforms.
Many of the soils that cover the 
steep slopes are fragile, ecosystems 
are diverse, and most of the cold-
water streams are recognized on a 
state and national basis for their 
economic, environmental, and 
recreational importance. 

Source: National Hydrography Dataset-SubBasins
http://nhd.usgs.gov/data.html
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Hydrologic Unit Codes are used to provide a consistent 
designation for drainage basins throughout the United 
States, and world-wide. At this time, the 8 digit hydrologic 
boundaries (HUC8) are the finest scale that has been 
completely delineated for the conterminous United States
of America. These areas are slightly larger than the familiar
24K Watersheds, but represent a similar concept. 
Theoretically, water falling anywhere within the boundary 
of a HUC will drain to a common outlet. Some problems 
arising from insufficiently precise elevation (DEM) data 
and Karst features limit the accuracy of these HUC 
designations. The increasingly precise HUC 10, 11, 
and 12 boundaries are available in some areas, but have 
not been created for all drainages at this time.
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