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The Driftless Areaisa umq e
region in the Upper M1551sslpm
River Basin encompassing
southeast Minnesota, southwes}
and westcentral Wisconsin, north-
east lowa, and northwest Illino?s.
The glaciers that covered much éf
the Midwest bypassed the Driftless

Area, giving rivers time to cut b

down into ancient bedrock and
create distinctive landforms.
Many of the soilstthatq cover the
steep slopes are fragilé‘, ecosystems
are diverse, and most of the cold-
water streams are recognized on a
state and national basis fo; their
economic, environmental,-and

|~ recreational importance.

Forest Cover

anesota, Northeast Iowa, and Northwest Illinois

Rich woodlands coveri
distinctive feature.of the ]

landscape.”

steep hillsides are a
riftless Area landscape.
These forests provide countless opportunities

for wildlife and outdoor adventure. Oak, hickory,
and a mixture of northern and central hardwoods
provide sort;e of the best remaining habitat for
neo-tropical migratory birdsin the region. Although
fragmentation arising from human development is
a primary concern, large blocks of forest continue
to absorb rain and snowfall, and provide critical
habitat ﬁ)r interior forest dependent birds in this

Based on NLCD 2001 Forest Canopy Dataset
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